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STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT
QN COMMISSION ON THE MISSING

f am pimad to announce today the formuagon of an international Blue Ribbon Commi'uion on
the Missing in the forraer Yugoslavia, with former Beorstary of State Cyrus Va.ncq a3 its
cheirman. The Commiasion will bo made up of distinguished membexs of the m‘.crfmt:onal
community. :

Uncertainty about the fate of the missing i3 a 3ource of anguish for their famiica and & causo
of tension between tho pertics to the Dayton Prace Agrecmaent. Quly a ha_ndful of tho neady
12,000 missing«person C28eS thrua fer cestificd by the Intermationsal Committec of the Red

Cross (ICRC) have beenn ceasclved to date. This ioltiative wili help 1o promects 2 fult and
timely accounting of the missing_

The new Commission will work closely with representatives from the United Nadons, the

- [CRC, the Office cf the High Represcntative, Physicians for Human Rights end other .
orgrnizativay (o ucccamplisty its prizoy task. to gecuro the full covperation uf the partios 10 N
Dzyton Peace Agrecment in locating tho missing from the four-year conflict and t0 gasint them
in doing so. This initiazivo aims 10-swpport and-enhances the work of the ICRC and the Office

with this very difficuit issue.

The Commission will encournge public invelvement in its activities and will take firm steps t0

see that the partics devote the atiention and re£OUrces necAsary ta produce early, significant

Progress on missing-person cadea. It will riso reinforce sfforts to ensure that exhumations,

whan necegsary 10 identify the fate of missing pergonz, ara conducted under international

supervision snd in socordance with intcrnstional standards. In addition, the Commixsion will

facilitate the development of an antemortem duts base to support exhumation efforts.

In the longer term, and with tha help and goidance of affectad familice, the Commission will

work to develop approprixte expressions of commemeration and tribute to the logt aad the
miasing, and to their loved ones.

Although the Commisaion will ba en intarnational affort, the United States will malke 8 stast-
up contribution of two million dollars,
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