Data valid as of May 2020

Colombia’s Search Unit for Persons listed as Disappeared estimates that 120,000 persons are missing following the country’s more than five
decades of conflict. The 2016 peace agreement tasks the International Commission on Missing Persons (ICMP) with supporting the Search Unit.
The ICMP, with financial support from the European Union, in 2019 began assisting Colombia in addressing the missing persons issue through
strengthening the Search Unit’s capacity to conduct fieldwork, and supporting the participation of civil society organizations, particularly
families of the missing, in the process.
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Worked closely with the Search Unit
and con�nues to do so.

35

5

Enhanced the skills of 35 Search Unit
staﬀ in collec�ng, sharing and
protec�ng data.

104

104 par�cipated in ac�vi�es that promote their
engagement with public ins�tu�ons, in par�cular the
Search Unit and other en��es created by the Peace
Agreement in 2016.

21

21 are receiving support to strengthen organiza�onal
structures and data management, including documen�ng
cases and crea�on of local search plans.

71 held and took part in commemora�on ac�vi�es.

71

Signed 5 Data Partnership
Agreements with civil society
organiza�ons.

14

14 took part in a learning, development and
awareness-raising visit to The Hague and Brussels.

14 implemented projects using ICMP small grants.

Enhanced the technical and
opera�onal capacity of 121 civil
society organiza�ons.

14

6

6 par�cipated in workshops on data collec�on,
protec�on, exchange and management.

also provided:
Analysis about the Search Unit’s s
ﬁeld work and its interac�on with
families of the missing and
ins�tu�ons such as Prosecutor’s
Oﬃce and the Ins�tute of Legal
Medicine and Forensic Science.

Measures to raise awareness about the
issue of the missing, including through
Colombian media and bilateral mee�ngs
with donors and key ins�tu�ons.

Recommenda�ons to the
Search Unit on how to
preserve uniden�ﬁed bodies
in state cemeteries,
universi�es and laboratories.

2 workshops on forensic
methods involving 5 state
ins�tu�ons.

Analysis of the main needs of
Colombian civil society organiza�ons
that work on the issue of the
missing.

Support to Search Unit in
developing communica�on
and teaching methods.

This will add up to a stronger process to account for Colombia’s missing persons through:

1
Increased awareness and knowledge of
the
Colombian
missing
persons
ins�tu�onal framework among families of
the missing and civil society organiza�ons,
including those in remote, conﬂict-ridden
areas.

2
Enhanced coopera�on among civil
society organiza�ons from diﬀerent
periods and diﬀerent sides of the
conﬂict, including the FARC-EP,
paramilitaries, state actors and others.

3
Strengthened
capacity
and
sustainability
of
civil
society
organiza�ons – several have received
funding for the ﬁrst �me.

4

Enhanced coordina�on among the
Search Unit and other ins�tu�ons
that work on the issue of the
missing.

